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History 4260.001: The British Empire in World War One  

University of North Texas, Spring 2017  
Mondays and Wednesdays 3:30-4:50, Wooten 112 

 
Photo Imperial War Museum 

Kate Imy, kate.imy@unt.edu, Wooten Hall 266 

Office Hours: Mondays and Wednesdays 12-2 or by appointment 
 

Description: This course focuses on the British Empire’s participation in the First World War. 

It follows British men as they served everywhere from France to Singapore, Britain to 

Mesopotamia. It considers why over 15,000 men from the West Indies, and 1.5 million South 

Asians, served the empire in an era of anti-colonial nationalism.  

 

During the course of the war, a variety of imperial subjects made difficult moral choices to serve 

the empire. Irish soldiers responded to the 1916 Easter Rising and the Irish Civil War. Australian 

and New Zealand troops inspired the “ANZAC” legend as the heroes of Gallipoli despite their 

lack of success in battle. English and Scottish women served as nurses, munitions workers, and 

spies, forever changing social hierarchies across the imperial world. 

 

This course approaches the history of warfare from diverse perspectives using sources such as 

film footage, poetry, literature, advertising, wartime propaganda and memoirs. It asks students to 

think about how these representations of war have shaped contemporary understandings of the 

conflict while assessing the long-term effects of making and memorializing warfare. “The British 

Empire in World War I” encourages students to think about the broad social, cultural, economic 

and political legacies of warfare and empire in the modern world. 

mailto:kate.imy@unt.edu
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Course Objectives 
1. Strengthen critical thinking skills 

2. Learn to interpret and comment thoughtfully upon a variety of materials (text, film, 

images)  

3. Improve writing by formulating clear and concise arguments supported by primary 

source evidence 

4. Analyze and interrogate “official” narratives and personal histories by considering 

how they intersect and depart from one another 

 

Required Books: 

V. Brittain, A Testament of Youth 

 

Recommended Book: 
Hew Strachan, The First World War 

 

Other Readings 
Other readings listed on the syllabus will be posted on Blackboard. Please print and bring all 

discussion materials to class on the assigned dates.  

 

In the unlikely event that a class session needs to be canceled on short notice, please check your 

e-mail and blackboard before each scheduled meeting. 

 

Course materials may not be distributed or posted online without the express written consent of 

the instructor. 

 

Grading: 
Short Essays: 10% 

In-class writing: 10% 

War and Society Research Essay: 25% 

Midterm Exam: 20% 

Final Exam: 25% 

Class Participation: 10% 

 

Assignments 
All assignments are due in hard copy at 3:30 on the assigned date. Papers received within twenty 

four hours of the start of class on the due date will be subject to an automatic 10% grade 

deduction. An additional 5% will be deducted for failing to provide a hard copy, and for each 

subsequent day of tardiness.  

 

All work must be original to each student and may not be completed in pairs or groups. Doing so 

may warrant a zero grade for that assignment. No assignments will be accepted after the final 

exam has been administered. Typical university protocol on plagiarism, as stated on the UNT 

Academic Integrity website (http://facultysuccess.unt.edu/academic-integrity ), will be enforced. 

Students may stop by during office hours or schedule appointments to discuss the results of 

individual assignments starting 24 hours after the grade has been issued.  

http://facultysuccess.unt.edu/academic-integrity
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Short Essays:  Each short essay (one page single spaced) asks students to analyze the discussion 

readings to create a unique and succinct argument based on the topic provided.  

 Short Essay 1: (Due February 27th) Theme: Intelligence in the “Middle East.” Prompt: 

Compare Britain’s diplomatic maneuvering to the on-the-ground experiences of T.E. Lawrence. 

How did these different levels of engagement set the tone for Britain’s involvement in the 

region? Craft a unique argument and support it with primary source evidence. 

 Short Essay 2: (Due April 17th) Theme: Loss. Prompt: How did the “war” generation 

hope to move on from the conflict? What challenges did they face? 

 

In-Class Essays: A number of unannounced, in-class short essays will be administered based on 

assigned primary source readings. These cannot be retaken or made up for any reason. The 

lowest grade received on in-class essays will be dropped. 

 

Midterm: (March 20th) The midterm consists of identifications and essays based on quotations, 

terms, images, and prompts. No study guide will be provided. 

 

Final Exam: (Wednesday, May 10th, 1:30 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.) The final exam will be a combination 

of essays and identifications. It will be cumulative, with an emphasis on materials covered after 

the midterm. No study guide will be provided.  

 

Optional Essay: A student may choose to write one “optional essay” (one page single-spaced) to 

replace the score of either one short essay or one in-class essay. This is not extra credit but a 

replacement of a low score. If the optional essay score is lower than the original score, the 

original score will stand. The conditions of writing an optional essay are as follows: 

1) The optional essay should be written about any single primary source assigned on a 

day when there was no short essay assignment or in-class essay. The primary source 

cannot be used in the student’s War and Society research paper. 

2) Students may complete only one optional essay per term.  

3) Those planning to complete an optional essay must come by during regular office 

hours or set up an appointment to discuss it at least one week prior to the due date (an 

informal chat after class does not count).  

4) Students may not use an optional essay if they have missed more than one in-class 

essay, failed to turn in a short essay, or been late on both of their short essays.  

5) An optional essay must be handed to the instructor as a hard copy, in-person. E-mails, 

mailbox drops, or under door submissions will be thrown away.  

6) An optional essay can be submitted no later than April 24th, 3:30pm.  

There are absolutely no exceptions to any of the above conditions. If students fail to adhere to 

these guidelines, the optional essay will not be graded. 
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Photo Courtesy of Imperial War Museum 

 

War and Society Research Paper (Due April 26th): This six-to-seven page essay asks students to 

combine primary source materials used in class with original research from online archives. 

Students will craft an original argument around a chosen theme. At least three visual sources 

must be used.  

 

Students must choose one of the following themes: 

1) Class  

2) Gender 

3) Race 

4) Health 

5) Food 

6) Family 

7) Technology  

 

Original research must be conducted using at least two the following online archives: 

 

Imperial War Museum: 

http://www.iwm.org.uk/collections 

 

National Army Museum (UK): 

http://www.nam.ac.uk/online-collection/ 

 

National Archives (UK): 

https://images.nationalarchives.gov.uk/assetbank-nationalarchives/action/viewHome 

 

British Library:  

http://www.bl.uk/world-war-one/collection-items 

 

Alternate themes may be analyzed only if they are cleared by the instructor no less than two 

weeks prior to the due date. Use of secondary source materials should be kept to a minimum. 

http://www.iwm.org.uk/collections
http://www.nam.ac.uk/online-collection/
https://images.nationalarchives.gov.uk/assetbank-nationalarchives/action/viewHome
http://www.bl.uk/world-war-one/collection-items
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Respect and Civility 
Students are expected to treat one another, the course, and professor with the respect of a 

workplace. Please silence all electronic devices and avoid non-academic discussions during class 

time. Students may not use cell phones in class or engage in other activities such as playing 

games on computers, which distract classmates.  

  
Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to conduct a class or other students' 

opportunity to learn is unacceptable and disruptive and will not be tolerated in any instructional 

forum at UNT. Students engaging in unacceptable behavior will be directed to leave the 

classroom and the instructor may refer the student to the Dean of Students to consider whether 

the student's conduct violated the Code of Student Conduct.  The university's expectations for 

student conduct apply to all instructional forums, including university and electronic classroom, 

labs, discussion groups, field trips, etc.  The Code of Student Conduct can be found 

at www.deanofstudents.unt.edu 
  

Sexual Discrimination, Harassment, & Assault 
UNT is committed to providing an environment free of all forms of discrimination and sexual 

harassment, including sexual assault, domestic violence, dating violence, and stalking. If you (or 

someone you know) has experienced or experiences any of these acts of aggression, please know 

that you are not alone. The federal Title IX law makes it clear that violence and harassment 

based on sex and gender are Civil Rights offenses. UNT has staff members trained to support 

you in navigating campus life, accessing health and counseling services, providing academic and 

housing accommodations, helping with legal protective orders, and more.  
  
UNT’s Dean of Students’ website offers a range of on-campus and off-campus resources to help 

support survivors, depending on their unique needs: http://deanofstudents.unt.edu/resources_0 
 

Tutoring and Study Sessions 
For tips about strengthening your study skills, writing ability, and time management, or for 

coordinating study sessions and meeting tutors, please feel free to contact UNT’s learning center. 

https://learningcenter.unt.edu/ 

 

Disability Services 

Should you require specific arrangements for examinations, note-taking, or take-home 

assignments, please contact the Office of Disability Accommodation so that the correct 

procedures may be followed. https://disability.unt.edu/services  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://deanofstudents.unt.edu/resources_0
https://learningcenter.unt.edu/
https://disability.unt.edu/services
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Course Schedule  

 

Subject  Discussion Materials Assignments Due Recommended Reading

18-Jan Introduction: An Imperial World

Whiteness and Imperial Belonging

23-Jan Prewar Britain

Vera Brittain, A Testament of Youth , selections from 

Chapter 1 & 2: "Forward from Newcastle" sections 1-

4, 7; "Provincial Young-Ladyhood" sections 1-3, 8-9.

25-Jan Pre-war Settler Colonies

Dissidents and Discontent

30-Jan Pre-war India and Ireland Selections from "Bande Mataram"

1-Feb

Miltiants: Activism, Anarchism, 

Labor Emmeline Pankhurst, "My Story"

Beginning a Global War

6-Feb Going to War Strachan, Chapter 1

8-Feb

The Early War: Volunteers, 

Refugees and Martyrs

1.  Selected Poems of Rupert Brooke 2. Vera Brittain, 

A Testament of Youth , selections from chapter 3 and 

4 ("Oxford versus War"--focus on sections 1,2,5,6,7 

and "Learning Versus Life"--focus on sections 

1,2,3,7,8,9,10,13)  Strachan, Chapter 2

Labor and Mobility

13-Feb The Trenches and Beyond

1. Selections from Helen Zenna Smith, Not So Quiet ...  

2. Trench poetry Strachan, Chapter 6. 

15-Feb

Imperial Soldiers and Laborers on 

the Western Front

Excerpts from David Omissi, Indian Voices of the 

Great War Strachan, Chapter 3

War on and For the Sea

20-Feb Blockade

Selections from Testament of Youth, Chapters V and 

VI (Chapter V "Camberwell Versus Death" sections 1-

5;  Chapter VI "When the Vision Dies"  sections 1-2, 6, 

8)

22-Feb The Mediterranean 

1. Indian soldiers' letters 2. Excerpts from the Diaries 

of Mary Ann Cleverly and John Corbin

Innovations

27-Feb

War at the Intersections of 

Empires

1. Selections from T.E. Lawrence, Seven Pillars of 

Wisdom and 27 articles  2. The Proclamation of 

Baghdad  3. The Balfour Declaration and 4. Anglo-

French Joint Statement of Aims in Syria and 

Mesoptamia Short Paper 1 Strachan, Chapter 4

1-Mar Technologies of War Strachan, Chapter 5

Gender and War

6-Mar War as a Gendered Experience?

1.   Letter from Vera Brittain to Edward Brittain 

(Blackboard) 2. Selections from Vera Britain, A 

Testament of Youth , Chapter VIII ("Between the 

Sandhills and the Sea" sections 3-8, 11-15) 

8-Mar

The "Home Front" and Fronts at 

Home

Excerpts from  Vera Brittain, A Testament of Youth , 

Chapter IX,  ("This Loneliest Hour", sections 1-4 and 

10)

13-Mar Spring Break Spring Break

15-Mar Spring Break Spring Break



 

 

7 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

20-Mar Midterm Exam Midterm

22-Mar

Cowards or Heros? Pacifism in the 

War  Bertrand Russell, "War and Non-Resistance"     

Imperial Battlefields

27-Mar

Mutinies and Revolutions: India 

and Ireland

1. Selected documents relating to the Easter Rising 

and Irish Nationalism  2.  Two documents on the 

Indian Revolutionary Ghadar (Gadar) Movement Strachan, Chapter 8 

29-Mar

Peripheries? The East African 

Campaign and the Pacific Strachan, Chapter 7

Ending the War

3-Apr A Muddled War Strachan, Chapter 9 

5-Apr Paris Peace Conference

Redrawing Maps of the World

10-Apr Nationalisms and New Empires

1. Gandhi on Home Rule 2. Documents from the Irish 

Civil War Strachan, Chapter 10

12-Apr "Peace" in the Borderlands?

Heros and Ghosts

17-Apr

Remembering the Dead, Forgetting 

the Living

1. Selections from A Testament of Youth  (Chapter X 

"Survivors Not Wanted" sections 1,2,5, 7, 13, 14           

2. Wilfred Owen, Disabled Short Paper 2

19-Apr

"New Men?:" "Heros," Injury, 

Activism and Disability Film: Journey's End 

Transformations

24-Apr

"New Women?": Enfranchisement, 

Employment and Rebuilding for a 

"Lost" Generation

Selections from Brittain, Chapter X ("Suriviors not 

Wanted" section 9); XI "Piping for Peace" (sections 1, 

2, 9, 10, 11) and Chapter XII ("Another Stranger"-- 

sections 11 and 12)

26-Apr Interwar Cosmopolitans Representing the War Paper

A New World?

1-May

Labour, Pacifism and the Paradoxes 

of Empire

1. Selections from Vera Brittain, Chapter XII 

("Another Stranger", section 10).

3-May Review Review


